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AEP Corridor Neighborhood Meeting 
Concord Township Hall, 6385 Home Rd., Delaware, OH 43015 June 22, 2026 | 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

MEETING SUMMARY 
Meeting Purpose 

• Inform property owners along the AEP easement corridor about the Home Road Water Plant 
Transmission Main project, including expected construction impacts and required easements. 

• Provide an opportunity for residents to ask questions specific to their property. 

Meeting Attendance 
• 13 participants signed into the meeting. 

Meeting Overview 
The AEP Corridor Neighborhood Meeting for the Water Plant Transmission Mains projects was held on 
Monday, June 22, 2026, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at Concord Township Hall at 6385 Home Road. 
Thirteen meeting attendees signed in. 
The meeting agenda follows: 

• Introductions/meeting goals 

• Project overview and AEP corridor alignments 

• Temporary and permanent construction impacts 

• Easement acquisition process 

• Next steps 

• Adjourn to one-on-one discussions with the project team 
The Home Road Water Plant Transmission Main project requires installing new water mains to supply 
water to the water treatment facility. A portion of the alignment runs through private property within or 
adjacent to the AEP easement corridor. The project team held a public meeting to address community 
questions regarding design, easement acquisition, construction timelines and property value impacts. 
The project is currently at 90% design. The design team continues to refine the alignment and is 
actively seeking input from property owners on existing infrastructure to avoid. 
Tim Huffman, Columbus Water and Power (CWP), provided a brief welcome and introduced the project 
teams, while Marie Keister, MurphyEpson (meeting facilitator), reviewed the meeting agenda and 
discussed the meeting ground rules. 
Katie Nolan, Gresham Smith, consultant deputy project manager for the Water Plant Transmission 
Main (WPTM) team, opened with a project overview. She noted that the continued growth of population 
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and industry in central Ohio, along with the need to increase reliability and resiliency across the water 
supply system, requires additional water capacity. She reviewed the goals guiding the transmission 
mains project: 

• Select the most technically feasible, reliable, resilient and constructible routes 

• Collaborate with stakeholders on potential capital investments 

• Be transparent with the public about the design and construction process 

• Minimize disruptions to the extent possible 

• Communicate, communicate, communicate! 
Katie then reviewed the three-phase transmission main alignment. Phase 1 and Phase 2 are currently 
in design, with construction of Phase 1 estimated to begin in early 2028. Phase 3 design is anticipated 
to begin in 2028. Community engagement and agency coordination will continue throughout all phases.  
The team presented temporary construction impacts. Two 48-inch transmission mains will be installed 
at a minimum of 25 feet apart and approximately 110 feet apart where feasible. Both mains will be built 
in or next to the AEP corridor within easements. Construction is expected to take approximately two 
years, covering clearing, construction, testing and restoration. Restoration and access drives will be 
constructed after both mains are installed. The team noted that dust control and noise ordinance 
requirements will be followed, though some noise and dust should be expected. Construction hours will 
be announced once confirmed. Property owners were encouraged to sign up for alerts on the Concord 
Township website. 
The team reviewed access points to be used during and after construction. During construction, the 
contractor will use the public right-of-way and easements acquired by the City of Columbus. Regarding 
property impacts, the City of Columbus will acquire easements where needed. Affected properties will 
be restored to their former condition as is reasonably possible, consistent with project plans. 
Dave Peterson, City of Columbus Chief Real Estate Attorney, presented the easement acquisition 
process. Columbus plans to acquire easements from property owners, even if the area falls within the 
existing AEP easement. The general process includes: 

• Surveyor prepares legal descriptions of the easements needed (temporary and/or permanent) 

• City of Columbus orders a title search and ownership verification 

• City of Columbus hires independent appraisers and review appraisers to appraise the value of 
the easements 

• City of Columbus makes a written good faith offer, which includes the appraisal, plan letter, 
plans, easements and other supporting documents and negotiates with property owners 

• City of Columbus and property owner reach an agreement; easements are signed and notarized 

• City of Columbus records the easements and pays the property owner 
The presentation concluded with a review of next steps: finalize the Phase 1 design, continue 
coordination and communication with property owners, begin easement acquisition in Fall 2026, and 
target the start of Phase 1 construction in early 2028. This presentation will be posted at 
cbuswater.com/water-plant-transmissions-mains/. 
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COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
Community Questions and Responses 
Design Status 

• Is the design final? 
o The design is not final. The project is currently at 90% design. The team is actively 

seeking input on existing infrastructure that needs to be avoided. However, the core 
alignment is largely determined by the requirement to deliver water to the water plant. 
The degree to which the design can be modified depends on the nature of feedback 
received. 

• Can the alignment or design location still change? 
o Some refinement is still possible during the design process. The project team will 

consider feedback regarding infrastructure conflicts, but significant alignment changes 
are constrained by technical, environmental and hydraulic requirements. 

Easements and Property 

• Will construction equipment be in our yards for years? 
o Staging locations and the space needed for construction will be reflected in the 

easement documents. The proposed easements reflect what the design team is 
recommending. Until a contractor is selected, the exact staging needs cannot be 
confirmed, but easement boundaries are intended to account for this. 

• If easements are still being negotiated, how do you know what you need? 
o The easement maps use shading to distinguish between permanent and temporary 

easement areas. The shading on the maps is not arbitrary — each highlighted area 
reflects a specific need identified by the design team. The project will be limited to areas 
within the easement boundaries. Contractors cannot enter private property outside of the 
easement without the property owner’s agreement. If a contractor requests access 
beyond the easement, the property owner may negotiate compensation or decline. 

• Are permanent structures and access points visible on the maps? 
o Yes. Ground surveys have been completed, and permanent structures and access 

points are shown on the plans. Green hash marks on the plans indicate the proposed 
easement areas. 

• Why not keep everything within the highlighted easement area? 
o The design must avoid several constraints within the corridor, including property owner 

ponds, an AEP transmission tower and other agency requirements. These constraints 
require the easement boundary to shift in certain locations. 
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• What is the width of the easement for the two mains? 
o The width varies by parcel. In general, there is approximately 20 feet on either side of 

each main to accommodate pipe laying and contractor staging during construction. The 
exact dimensions depend on the conditions at each property location. 

Construction Timeline and Process 

• How long until construction is complete? 
o The design team will continue working for approximately the next year and a half. 

Easement acquisition will occur in parallel. Construction will not begin until design is 
complete, all required easements are secured, and a contractor is under contract. Once 
a contract is executed, the contractor will provide a construction schedule, which will be 
communicated to all impacted property owners. 

• What does the construction sequence look like? 
o The general construction sequence is as follows: tree removal and clearing will occur 

prior to construction; there may be a gap of several months between clearing and active 
construction in a given area; with two transmission mains, there may be additional time 
between phases; the contractor will build the main and backfill daily — open trenches 
will not be left overnight; once the main is built, it will be pressure tested and any issues 
resolved before final completion; a guarantee period follows completion, and if plantings 
or other restored elements fail within the first year, they will be replaced. 

• Will there be equipment in my cul-de-sac during construction? 
o Use of the right-of-way for equipment staging will be coordinated between the City of 

Columbus and Concord Township. The project team is working to ensure that staging 
plans account for neighborhood access and minimize disruption. 

• Why does the route go through private property rather than staying in the road right of 
way? 

o The project team considered keeping the alignment within the road right-of-way. 
However, in many locations, this is not technically feasible. The AEP easement corridor 
was ultimately selected because it minimizes overall impacts across a broad set of 
criteria, including business and homeowner impacts; rock and environmental concerns; 
existing utility conflicts; existing cleared land within the AEP easement, reducing the 
need for additional tree removal; and existing easement rights already in place along the 
corridor. An alternative alignment along Cook Road was evaluated but generated 
significant community concern regarding tree removal. The AEP corridor was 
determined to be the most technically feasible option with the least overall impact. 

Above-Ground Infrastructure 

• Will there be anything visible above ground after construction? 
o Above-ground elements will be minimal. The corridor will be restored to grass. 

Depending on the location of a given parcel, some properties may have a small meter pit 
or a concrete structure associated with an air release valve. The pipes will not come 
above ground. Any structures that are present will be similar in appearance to a manhole 
cover. The overall corridor will not have significant above-ground infrastructure. 
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• How does the easement factor into property value? 
o The goal is to minimize any impact on property value. The city hires independent 

appraisers — the project team does not direct appraisers on what value to assign. The 
appraiser evaluates the land value per acre and the additional burden created by the 
new easement. If a property already has an existing easement (such as a prior AEP 
easement), the appraiser considers the incremental additional burden, not the full 
easement value. Future above-ground structures are factored into the appraisal as an 
additional burden where applicable. In some cases, property owners who previously sold 
an easement to AEP may receive additional compensation from the City for the new 
transmission main easement. The project team is committed to ensuring the appraisal 
process is conducted fairly and independently. 

NEXT STEPS 
• The design team will continue to refine the alignment based on property owner input regarding 

infrastructure conflicts. 

• The easement acquisition process will proceed in parallel with final design work. 

• Proposed easement maps will be made available to residents for review; the project team will 
walk residents through permanent versus temporary shading. 

• Once a contractor is selected and under contract, the construction schedule will be 
communicated to all impacted property owners. 

• The project team will continue coordination with the City of Columbus and Concord Township on 
staging and right-of-way use. 

PROJECT TEAM ATTENDANCE 
• Tim Huffman, Columbus Water & Power 

• Steven Nocera, Columbus Water & Power 

• Dave Peterson, City of Columbus 

• Josh Roberts, City of Columbus 

• Matt Casey, ms consultants 

• Josh Martin, ms consultants 

• Ken Ricker, ms consultants 

• Adam Bittinger, ms consultants  

• Katie Nolan, Gresham Smith 

• Abhi Nair, Gresham Smith 

• Rodney Jackson, Gresham Smith 

• Victor Iscoa, Gresham Smith 

• Gary Bowen, DLZ 

• David Finney, DLZ 

• Marie Keister, MurphyEpson 

• Nick Hoffman, MurphyEpson 

• Hannah Heald, MurphyEpson 

• Lexi James, D&D PolicyWorks 

• Beth Thornton, BREMA  

CONCORD TOWNSHIP & DELAWARE COUNTY ATTENDANCE 
• Joe Garrett, Concord Township • Rob Riley, Delaware County 
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MEETING NOTIFICATION 
Notification for the public meeting included the following: 

• Mailed letter – On Monday, June 1, twenty-five notification letters were mailed to adjacent 
property owners and residents living adjacent to the AEP corridor in Concord Township, Ohio 

• Email – On Tuesday, June 2, email notifications were distributed to Concord Township and 
Delaware County officials. 
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